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18 ATTACHMENT 11 - PROGRAM PREFERENCES 

Table 18-1:  Statewide Priorities for the IRWM Grant Program 

Statewide 

Priorities: Description:

Projects Consistent 

with Statewide 

Priorities:

Drought 

Preparedness

Proposals that contain projects that effectively address long-term drought preparedness by 

contributing to sustainable water supply and reliability during water shortages. Drought 

preparedness projects do not include drought emergency response actions, such as trucking of 

water or lowering well intakes. Desirable proposals will achieve one or more of the following: 

Promote water conservation, conjunctive use, reuse and recycling; Improve landscape and 

agricultural irrigation efficiencies; Achieve long term reduction of water use; Efficient 

groundwater basin management; or Establish system interties.

Plum Basin, Water 

Reuse Pipeline, 

Paregien Basin

Use and Reuse 

Water More 

Efficiently

Proposals that include projects that implement water use efficiency, water conservation, 

recycling and reuse to help meet future water demands, increase water supply reliability and 

adapt to climate change. Desirable proposals include those with projects that: Increase urban 

and agricultural water use efficiency measures such as conservation and recycling; Capture, 

store, treat, and use urban stormwater runoff (such as percolation to usable aquifers, 

underground storage beneath parks, small surface basins, domestic stormwater capture 

systems, or the creation of catch basins or sumps downhill of development) or projects 

outlined in PRC §30916 (SB 790); or Incorporate and implement low impact development (LID) 

design features, techniques, and practices to reduce or eliminate stormwater runoff.

Plum Basin, Water 

Reuse Pipeline, 

Paregien Basin

Climate Change 

Response Actions

Water Management actions that will address the key Climate Change issues of: Adaptation to 

Climate Change; Reduction of Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions; and Reduce Energy 

Consumption. Proposals that contain projects that when implemented address adaptation to 

climate change effects in an IRWM region. Desirable proposals include those that: Advance 

and expand conjunctive management of multiple water supply sources; Use and reuse water 

more efficiently; Water management system modifications that address anticipated climate 

change impacts, such as rising sea-level, and which may include modifications or relocations 

of intakes or outfalls; or Establish migration corridors, re-establish river-floodplain hydrologic 

continuity, re-introduce anadromous fish populations to upper watersheds, and enhance and 

protect upper watershed forests and meadow systems. Proposals that contain projects that 

reduce GHG emissions compared to alternate projects that achieve similar water management 

contributions toward IRWM objectives. Desirable proposals include those that: Reduce energy 

consumption of water systems and uses; or Use cleaner energy sources to move and treat 

water. Proposals that contain projects that reduce not only water demand but wastewater 

loads as well, and can reduce energy demand and GHG emissions. Desirable proposals 

include: Water use efficiency, Water recycling, Water system energy efficiency, and Reuse 

runoff.

Water Reuse Pipeline, 

Plum Basin, Paregien 

Basin

Expand 

Environmental 

Stewardship

Proposals that contain projects that practice, promote, improve, and expand environmental 

stewardship to protect and enhance the environment by improving watersheds, floodplains, 

and instream functions and to sustain water and flood management ecosystems.

Oakes Basin, Paregien 

Basin, Plum Basin

Practice Integrated 

Flood Management

Proposals that contain projects that promote and practice integrated flood management to 

provide multiple benefits including: Better emergency preparedness and response; Improved 

flood protection; More sustainable flood and water management systems; Enhanced 

floodplain ecosystems; or LID techniques that store and infiltrate runoff while protecting 

groundwater.

Paregien Basin, Plum 

Basin, Oakes Basin

Protect Surface 

Water and 

Groundwater 

Quality

Proposals that include: Protecting and restoring surface water and groundwater quality to 

safeguard public and environmental health and secure water supplies for beneficial uses; or 

Salt/nutrient management planning as a component of an IRWM Plan

DAC Groundwater 

Quality Protection & 

Investigation

Improve Tribal 

Water and Natural 

Resources

Proposals that include the development of Tribal consultation, collaboration, and access to 

funding for water programs and projects to better sustain Tribal water and natural resources.

N/A

Ensure Equitable 

Districbution of 

Benefits

Proposals that: Increase the participation of small and disadvantaged communities in the 

IRWM process; Develop multi-benefit projects with consideration of affected disadvantaged 

communities and vulnerable populations; Contain projects that address safe drinking water 

and wastewater treatment needs of DACs; or Address critical water supply or water quality 

needs of California Native American Tribes within the region.

DAC Groundwater 

Quality Protection & 

Investigation, Paregien 

Basin
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18.1 Plum Basin Project 

The project is consistent with the following Program Preferences: 

• Use of water more efficiently with significantly greater water conservation, 
recycling, and reuse to help meet future water demands and adapt to climate 
change (California Water Plan 2009);Implementation of conjunctive use 
management strategies; 

• Reduction of groundwater overdraft (California Water Plan 2009); 
• Effectively recharge and use aquifers as water banks (California Water Plan 

2009); 
• Regional projects or programs; and 
• CAL-FED Bay-Delta Program objective of water supply reliability. 

Regional Project or Programs 

This basin project involves a water management and cost sharing program between two 

regional Kaweah River Basin IRWM members.  This partnership between an irrigation 

district and a municipality will help to address regional water management issues 

through leveraging resources that would not have been available if the partnership did 

not exist.  The project will recharge an average of 3,270 acre-feet per year that will 

make groundwater supplies more reliable in the Kaweah River Basin Region.  Tulare ID 

will actively attempt to secure surplus water supplies from other regional partners for 

use in the project through water transfers and sales on behalf of and funded by the City 

of Tulare. 

CAL-FED Bay-Delta Program Objective: Water Supply Reliability 

As discussed in Attachment 3, the project will recharge an average of 3,270 acre-feet 

per year that will make groundwater supplies more reliable in the Kaweah River Basin 

Region.  As this is new project, this is recharge capacity has historically not available to 

the region.  Increasing the amount of groundwater recharge and the available 

groundwater recharge capacity is vital to the critically overdrafted Kaweah River Basin 

Region.   

The project is also consistent with the following Statewide Priority: 

• Drought Preparedness; 
• Use and Reuse Water More Efficiently; and 
• Climate Change Response Actions. 
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Drought Preparedness 

Tulare ID’s Plum Basin Project helps address drought preparedness within the District 

and the Kaweah River region by increasing water conservation potential, reducing long-

term groundwater overdraft, increasing the reliability of groundwater resources that will 

be relied on by growers during drought times, and increasing the region’s and the 

District’s ability to efficiently manage the groundwater basin.  This project will increase 

the amount of surface water intentionally recharged by the District and will thereby 

increase groundwater reliability.   

Since Tulare ID does not have sufficient surface water supplies to deliver irrigation 

water to growers all year long, every grower in the District must have a private 

groundwater well.  Surface water is seasonally available to Tulare ID growers, and 

groundwater is the only reliable source of water to the District.  Therefore the District is 

a conjunctive use district (conjunctively using surface and groundwater resources) and 

this project will expand the District’s conjunctive use efforts to be prepared for drought 

conditions through increased groundwater recharge.  The increased groundwater 

supply would benefit irrigation districts and municipalities within the Kaweah River 

region not just during dry years, but also during years of reduced water allocations due 

to environmental concerns, as discussed in Attachment 7. 

Use and Reuse Water More Efficiently 

This statewide priority category includes projects that implement water use efficiency, 

water conservation, and increase water supply reliability.  The Plum Basin project 

implements all of these project aspects by conserving surplus wet year waters and 

transforming them into a dependable groundwater supply that can be accessed by 

District growers and the municipal City of Tulare wells that provide the City’s drinking 

water supply and fire flows.  The increased conservation from this project is 

conservation of wet year surface water that would otherwise be beyond the District’s 

ability to put it to beneficial use. 

Climate Change Response Actions 

This statewide priority category states that desirable proposals include that advance 

and expand conjunctive management of multiple water supply sources.  The partnership 

between Tulare ID and the City of Tulare expands the conjunctive management of 

multiple water supply sources as the City is a municipal provider that only has access to 

groundwater and Tulare ID is an agricultural surface water provider that does not deliver 

groundwater.  Together their partnership can expand their water resource management 
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of multiple supplies and increase water supply reliability through an increased diversity 

of supply. 

18.2  Water Reuse Pipeline Project 

The project is consistent with the following Program Preferences: 

• Use of water more efficiently with significantly greater water conservation, 
recycling, and reuse to help meet future water demands and adapt to climate 
change (California Water Plan 2009); 

• Expand conjunctive management of multiple supplies (California Water Plan 
2009); 

• Reduction of groundwater overdraft (California Water Plan 2009); 
• Regional projects or programs; and 
• CAL-FED Bay-Delta Program objective of water supply reliability. 

Regional Project or Programs 

This water reuse project involves a water management and cost sharing program 

between two regional Kaweah River Basin IRWM members.  This partnership between 

an irrigation district and a municipality will help to address regional water management 

issues through leveraging resources that would not have been available if the 

partnership did not exist.  The project will develop the existing wastewater supply into a 

useable irrigation supply, will garner the City an average of 6,500 acre-feet per year of 

additional groundwater recharge in recharge areas that will make groundwater supplies 

more reliable for the City, and it will diversify the water supplies available to Tulare ID so 

that water supplies are more reliable in the Kaweah River Basin Region.  The project 

involves the construction of a new surface water delivery system and the development 

of a new exchange program between regional partners.  Tulare ID will actively attempt 

to secure surplus water supplies from other regional partners for delivery to the City’s 

preferred groundwater recharge sites through water transfers and sales on behalf of the 

City of Visalia. 

CAL-FED Bay-Delta Program Objective: Water Supply Reliability 

As discussed in Attachment 3, the project will diversify the water supplies available to 

both the City of Visalia and Tulare ID, will increase groundwater recharge by an average 

of 6,500 acre-feet per year in advantageous locations for the City of Visalia, and will 

generally make groundwater supplies more reliable in the Kaweah River Basin Region.  

The project and exchange program will allow the City to use their treated wastewater 

supply as a valuable commodity and exchange it for a surface water supply that can 

improve the City’s groundwater reliability.  The project and exchange program will allow 
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Tulare ID to leverage a small portion of their existing water rights to acquire a larger 

average annual volume of surface water from a more regulated and dependable source 

of supply.  Prior to the implementation of this project and program, this exchange of 

resources would not have been possible.  Increasing the amount of groundwater 

recharge and reusing water supplies is vital to the critically overdrafted Kaweah River 

Basin Region.   

The project is also consistent with the following Statewide Priority: 

• Drought Preparedness; 
• Use and Reuse Water More Efficiently; and 
• Climate Change Response Actions. 

Drought Preparedness 

The City of Visalia’s Water Reuse Pipeline Project helps address drought preparedness 

within the City, Tulare ID and the Kaweah River region by promoting water reuse in the 

region, increasing water conservation potential, reducing long-term groundwater 

overdraft, increasing the reliability of groundwater resources that will be relied on by 

growers during drought times, and increasing the region’s and the District’s ability to 

efficiently manage the groundwater basin.  This project will increase the amount of 

surface water intentionally recharged by the Tulare ID and the City and will thereby 

increase groundwater reliability.   

Since neither Tulare ID nor the City of Visalia have sufficient surface water supplies to 

deliver water users all year long, every grower in the District must have a private 

groundwater well as does the City of Visalia for delivery of a domestic water supply.  

Surface water is seasonally available to local water users, and groundwater is the only 

reliable source of water to the either District or the City.  Therefore both partners 

practice conjunctive use (conjunctively using surface and groundwater resources) and 

this project will expand the partners’ conjunctive use efforts which will in turn better 

prepare them for drought conditions through increased groundwater recharge and 

diversity of water supplies.  The increased groundwater supply would benefit irrigation 

districts and municipalities within the Kaweah River region not just during dry years, but 

also during years of reduced water allocations due to environmental concerns, as 

discussed in Attachment 7. 

Use and Reuse Water More Efficiently 

This statewide priority category includes projects that implement recycling and reuse, 

water use efficiency, water conservation, and increase water supply reliability.  The 
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Water Reuse Pipeline project implements all of these project aspects by promoting 

water reuse in the region, increasing water conservation potential, reducing long-term 

groundwater overdraft, increasing the reliability of groundwater resources that will be 

relied on by growers during drought times, and increasing the region’s and the partners’ 

ability to efficiently manage the groundwater basin.   

Climate Change Response Actions 

This statewide priority category states that desirable proposals include that advance 

and expand conjunctive management of multiple water supply sources.  The partnership 

between Tulare ID and the City of Visalia expands the conjunctive management of 

multiple water supply sources as the City is a municipal provider that only has access to 

groundwater and Tulare ID is an agricultural surface water provider that does not deliver 

groundwater.  Together their partnership can expand their water resource management 

of multiple supplies and increase water supply reliability through an increased diversity 

of supply. 

18.3  Paregien Basin Project 

The project is consistent with the following Program Preferences: 

• Use of water more efficiently with significantly greater water conservation, 
recycling, and reuse to help meet future water demands and adapt to climate 
change (California Water Plan 2009); 

• Reduction of groundwater overdraft (California Water Plan 2009); 
• Effectively recharge and use aquifers as water banks (California Water Plan 

2009); 
• Regional projects or programs;  
• Protection and improvement of water supply reliability; and 
• CAL-FED Bay-Delta Program objective of water supply reliability. 

Water Conservation / Reduction of Groundwater Overdraft / Use of Aquifers as 

Water Banks 

The project will recharge an average of 2,370 acre-feet per year that will make 

groundwater supplies more reliable in the Kaweah River Basin Region.   

Regional Project or Programs 

This basin project involves a water management and flood control program between two 

regional Kaweah River Basin IRWM members.  This partnership between a water 

conservation district, a ditch company and a municipality will help to address regional 
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water management issues through leveraging resources that would not have been 

available if the partnership did not exist.  The project will recharge an average of 2,370 

acre-feet per year that will make groundwater supplies more reliable in the Kaweah 

River Basin Region.   

CAL-FED Bay-Delta Program Objective: Water Supply Reliability 

As discussed in Attachment 3, the project will recharge an average of 2,370 acre-feet 

per year that will make groundwater supplies more reliable in the Kaweah River Basin 

Region.  As this is new project, this is recharge capacity has historically not available to 

the region.  Increasing the amount of groundwater recharge and the available 

groundwater recharge capacity is vital to the critically overdrafted Kaweah River Basin 

Region.   

The project is also consistent with the following Statewide Priority: 

• Drought Preparedness; 
• Use and Reuse Water More Efficiently; and 
• Climate Change Response Actions. 

Drought Preparedness 

Kaweah Delta WCD’s Paregien Basin Project helps address drought preparedness 

within the District and the Kaweah River region by increasing water conservation 

potential, reducing long-term groundwater overdraft, increasing the reliability of 

groundwater resources that will be relied on by growers during drought times, and 

increasing the region’s and the District’s ability to efficiently manage the groundwater 

basin.  This project will increase the amount of surface water intentionally recharged by 

the District and will thereby increase groundwater reliability.   

Since the majority of Kaweah Delta WCD growers do not have sufficient surface water 

supplies to irrigate with surface water all year long, most growers in the District must 

have a private groundwater well.  Surface water is seasonally available to most growers 

in Kaweah Delta WCD and for them groundwater is the only reliable source of water to 

the District.  This project will expand the Kaweah Delta WCD’s conjunctive use efforts to 

be prepared for drought conditions through increased groundwater recharge.  The 

increased groundwater supply would benefit irrigation districts and municipalities within 

the Kaweah River region not just during dry years, but also during years of reduced 

water allocations due to environmental concerns, as discussed in Attachment 7. 

Use and Reuse Water More Efficiently 
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This statewide priority category includes projects that implement water use efficiency, 

water conservation, and increase water supply reliability.  The Paregien Basin project 

implements all of these project aspects by conserving surplus wet year waters and 

transforming them into a dependable groundwater supply that can be accessed by 

District growers and the municipal City of Farmersville wells that provide the City’s 

drinking water supply and fire flows.  The increased conservation from this project is 

conservation of wet year surface water that would otherwise be beyond the District’s 

ability to put it to beneficial use. 

Climate Change Response Actions 

This statewide priority category states that desirable proposals include that advance 

and expand conjunctive management of multiple water supply sources.  The partnership 

between Kaweah Delta WCD and the City of Farmersville expands the conjunctive 

management of multiple water supply sources as the City is a municipal provider that 

only has access to groundwater and Kaweah Delta WCD is a water management 

agency that does not deliver groundwater.  Together their partnership can expand their 

water resource management of multiple supplies and increase water supply reliability 

through an increased diversity of supply. 

• Drought preparedness; 
• Use and Reuse Water More Efficiently; 
• Climate Change Response Actions; 
• Practice Integrated Flood Management; 
• Expand Environmental Stewardship; 

18.4 Oakes Basin Habitat Enhancement Project 

The project is consistent with the following Program Preferences: 

• Expand Environmental Stewardship; and 
• Protection, restoration, and improvement of stewardship of aquatic, riparian, and 

watershed resources within the region (California Water Plan 2009); 

18.5 GW Quality Protection and Investigation 

The project is consistent with the following Program Preferences: 

• Include regional projects or programs (CWC §10544); 
• Address critical water supply or water quality needs of disadvantaged communities 

within the region; 
• Promote, improve and expand Integrated Regional Water management to create 

and build on Partnership that is essential for California water resources planning, 
sustainable watershed and floodplain management, and increasing regional self-
sufficiency (California Water Plan 2009). 
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o Protection of groundwater resources from contamination; 
o Protection and improvement of water supply reliability; 
o Protection and improvement of water quality within the area of the plan; 
o Identification and consideration of the water-related needs of disadvantaged 

communities in the area within the boundaries of the plan; 
• Provision for sustainable groundwater use (California Water Plan 2009); 
• Identify strategies to ensure communities that rely on contaminated groundwater will 

have a reliable drinking water supply (California Water Plan 2009); 
• Ensure Equitable Distribution of Benefits; 
• CAL-FED Bay-Delta Program objective of water supply reliability. 

Regional Project or Programs 

This groundwater quality project involves the investigation of groundwater quality issues 

throughout the Kaweah River Basin IRWM region and the destruction of conduits for 

groundwater contamination in several disadvantaged communities.  This partnership 

between the County of Tulare and two local non-profit organizations will help to address 

regional water management issues through leveraging resources and specialties that 

would not have been available if the partnership did not exist.  The project will develop 

up to three feasibility studies and preliminary engineering reports for conceptual projects 

addressing critical water needs in disadvantaged communities which if implemented will 

make groundwater supplies more reliable in the Kaweah River Basin Region.   

CAL-FED Bay-Delta Program Objective: Water Supply Reliability 

As discussed in Attachment 3, the project will destroy approximately 100 abandoned 

wells in disadvantaged communities and through the avoided potential risk of 

groundwater contamination will make groundwater supplies more reliable in the Kaweah 

River Basin Region.   
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